
Maryland Driver’s Manual 29www.mva.maryland.gov

E. Motorcycles
  Drivers of cars must always be alert for motorcycles, 

as their size makes them very difficult to see. Always 
remain alert and check frequently to make sure that 
a motorcycle is not traveling next to you. You need 
to be especially alert for motorcycles when turning 
at intersections and when pulling out from a side 
road or driveway.

  A motorcycle is entitled to use the entire lane. 
Because the motorcycle is very maneuverable, 
the operator may move from side to side within 
the lane to avoid obstacles. Allow ample room for 
the motorcycle when passing and remember it is 
against the law to pass a motorcycle within the same 
lane. Maintain a safe following distance at all times. 

F. Bicycles

 Right-of-Way
  By Maryland law, bicycles are vehicles.  Bicyclists 

are authorized users of the roadway, and have 
rights-of-way and the same duty to obey all traffic 
signals as motorists. But bicyclists are less visible, 
quieter, and don’t have a protective barrier around 
them.  Motorists must drive carefully near bicyclists: 
even a slight mistake can result in serious injury or 
even death. 

 Expect Bicyclists on the Road
  Expect to find a bicyclist on all types of roads 

(except interstate highways and toll facilities), 
at all intersections and roundabouts, in all types 
of weather, and at all times of the day and night. 
Bicyclists may ride out in the travel lane for their 
own safety due to narrow roads, or to avoid 
obstacles or pavement hazards. On roads without 
shoulders, or with cars parked along the right side, 
often the safest place for a bicyclist to ride is in the 
center of the lane. In Maryland, a bicyclist may use 
the full lane even while traveling substantially below 

the speed of traffic if the lane is too narrow for a 
car to safely pass a bicycle within the lane). Before 
opening a car door, check for bicyclists who may be 
approaching from behind. 

 Following a Bicyclist
  As you approach a bicyclist, slow down. Avoid 

honking your horn. Bicyclists can usually hear an 
approaching vehicle and loud noises can startle 
bicyclists, causing a crash. Bicycles do not have 
turn signals so bicyclists use hand and arm signals 
to alert you of their intentions. 

  Do not follow a bicycle too closely. Remember 
that small holes, glass, and other hazards can be 
particularly dangerous to bicyclists. Bicycles can 
stop and maneuver quickly so a bicyclist may 
swerve or change speed to avoid a road hazard that 
a motorist cannot see. 

  Pass with Care -- Give Bikes at Least 3 Feet
  Pass a bicyclist as you would any slowly moving 

vehicle. Be prepared to slow down, wait until 
oncoming traffic is clear and then allow at least 3 
feet of clearance between your car and the bicyclist 
when passing. The same 3-foot clearance applies 
if you are passing a bicyclist in a bike lane, on the 
shoulder, or in the same lane as your car. After 
passing a bicyclist, check your mirror to ensure 
that you have completely passed the bicycle with 
enough room before you move back to the right.  

  Use Caution at Intersections, Bridges and 
Driveways

  Always assume that bicyclists are traveling straight 
through an intersection unless they signal otherwise, 
and yield to bicycles just as you would to any other 
vehicle. Bicyclists often ride on sidewalks and trails, 
so look both ways before crossing a sidewalk or trail. 
A bicycle may come from an unexpected direction. 


